
July 9, 2008 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY 
BOARD. 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
 The Torrance Cable Television Advisory Board convened in a regular meeting on Wednesday,  

July 9, 2008, at 7:02 p.m. in the Torrance Community Television Studio located in the Stanley 
E. Remelmeyer Telecommunications Center.  

 
2. ROLL CALL: 
 

Present:  Commissioners:  Carlson, Haussmann, Perkins, Sunshine, and Chair 
Nishinaga 

 
Also Present: Cindy Hibbard, Secretary 
 Don Fefie, Acting TCtv Coordinator 

Michael D. Smith, Cable & Community Relations Manager 
 
Excused: Barnard and Korman 
 
Absent: None  
 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 
 
 Commissioner Carlson led the salute to the flag. 
 
4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON POSTING OF A GENDA: 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Carlson moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on 

posting of the agenda for this meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner 
Perkins, carried with an aye vote. 

 
5. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS - NONE 
 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

A) May 14, 2008 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Carlson moved to approve the minutes of May 14, 2008.  This 

motion seconded by Commissioner Perkins, motion carried with an aye vote. 
 
7. SCHEDULED BUSINESS: 
 

A) Community Matters – NONE 
 
B) Committee Reports - NONE 
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C) Report of the Community Television Center  
 

1) May, 2008 – Acting Coordinator Fefie discussed statistics for the month.  He 
highlighted 13 new programs were completed with 26 programs bicycled.  He 
also noted studio usage was at 26%, field camera check-outs for the DV Field 
Camcorders were at 45%.  Post-production was low at 36% compared to 70% 
same time last year.  Staff and volunteers were able to take the mobile 
production van out for 2 shoots, compared to none the previous year.  Staff gave 
a tour of 24 youth and adults for Jack Moore and Den 13 Cub Scout Troop.  In 
addition, an all time high for one month of 12 "It’s Your TV Brochures" were 
mailed. 

 
Brief discussion followed. 

 
MOTION: Commissioner Carlson moved to accept the Torrance Community Television 

Center Report for May 2008.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Perkins, 
motion carried with aye vote. 
 
2) June, 2008 – Acting Coordinator Fefie discussed statistics for the month.  He 

highlighted 15 new programs were completed with 22 programs bicycled.  He 
also noted studio usage was at 35%, field camera check-outs for the DV Field 
Camcorders were at 38%.  Post-production was up to 60% compared with last 
month of 36%.  Staff and volunteers were able to take the mobile production van 
out for 1 shoot, compared to none the previous year.  The two new field cameras 
and lighting kits were partially received, cases on back order.  All four post-
production suites were rewired by staff. 

 
Brief discussion followed. 

 
MOTION: Commissioner Carlson moved to accept the Torrance Community Television 

Center Report for June 2008.  This motion seconded by Commissioner 
Haussmann, motion carried with aye vote. 
 

D) Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activiti es 
 
Manager Smith reported Lawsuit Claims TWC Fell Woefully Short During Transition Of 
Adelphia, Comcast Accounts Los Angeles city attorney Rocky Delgadillo filed a 
lawsuit in Los Angeles Superior Court against Time Warner Cable for significant service 
lapses in 2006 and early 2007. 
 
Earlier this year Verizon began transitioning FiOS TV services to a 100% digital format 
for first time subscribers.  On or around September 15, 2008, Verizon will begin 
transitioning the remaining customers.  With an all-digital format, FiOS TV customers 
will experience the full power and potential of our fiber-to-the-premise (FTTP) network, 
including more programming options, enhanced HD programming and a clearer picture. 
 
The chairman of the Federal Communications Commission rarely finds himself on the 
wrong side of a vote. But that's exactly where Kevin J. Martin, casting the sole dissent in 
a 4-1 decision that could signal trouble for his agenda in what probably is the last six 
months of his term. 
 



Verizon Communications is boosting speeds for its FiOS fiber-to-the-home service in a 
planned announcement. The company's COO Denny Strigl is expected to announce the 
speed upgrades during his keynote speech at the NxtComm trade show. 
 
Congress's biggest telecom disability rights advocate has introduced new legislation 
that would, among other provisions, extend close captioning to some Internet video. 
Edward Markey's (D-MA) "21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 
2008" (H.R. 6320) covers about a dozen areas. The proposed law requires hearing-aid 
compatibility of all broadband telephone products and mandates a certain level of ease 
in accessing captions on TV with remote control devices.  
 
Brief discussion followed. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Haussmann moved to accept the Report of Legislative and Cable 
Related Activities for July 2008.  This motion seconded by Commissioner, 
Perkins motion carried with aye vote. 

 
E) Old Business - NONE 

 
F) New Business  

1) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the 
Chairperson appoints new members to the 17th Annual TCtv Video Programming 
Awards Committee and appoints a new chairperson. 

 
APPOINTMENT: Chairman Nishinaga appointed Commissioners Barnard and Korman the 

Committee and Commissioner Haussmann as Chairwoman.   
 
MOTION: Commissioner Carlson moved to support the appointments, this motion, 

seconded by Commissioner Perkins, carried with an aye vote. 
 

2) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the 
Cable Television Advisory Board elect a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for 
the fiscal year 2008/09. 

 
MOTION: Commissioner Carlson nominated Commissioner Sunshine as Chairman and 

Commissioner Barnard as Vice Chairman, this motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Haussmann, motion carried with an aye vote.   

 
G) ADDENDUM MATTERS - NONE 

 
8. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

A) Coordinator Fefie stated he was still very happy to be working at TCtv. 
B) Commissioner Carlson thanked CitiCABLE for covering the South Torrance High Surf 

Team, which his grandson is a member. 
C) Commissioner Haussmann thanked staff for all of the work they continue to do. 
D) Commissioner Sunshine stated that his employer, California National Bank would make 

a donation to underwrite a portion of the cost to host the annual “Back to TCtv BBQ” on 
August 1st. 

E) Chairman Nishinaga stated he was honored to serve as chairman for the last year and 
thanked the Board for their support. 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=h110-6320


 
9. ADJOURNMENT: 

Chairman Nishinaga adjourned the meeting of July 9, 2008 to reconvene on Wednesday, 
August 13, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Michael D. Smith 
 Cable & Community Relations Manager 
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